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The competition is getting stiff. As we move into 2006 we swallow the fact that this 

enormous Real Estate boom might finally be slowing down. We've all heard about 

interest rates rising, people in over their heads with big mortgages and homes not selling 

as fast as they were even 6 months ago. Sure, there will still be the "big" sales, but what 

about the everyday Joe who is trying to sell his house at the highest price he can get? 

The average person does not have an interior decorator "do" his house to perfection. 

That is reserved for the wealthy homeowner. So what does this average homeowner do to 

increase the value of his property without having to completely re-decorate his home? 

He gets help from a Stager, that's what. 

Selling your home is personal, and as a Professional Stager I see homeowners who refuse 

to budge when it comes to enhancing their homes for re-sale. They don't want to remove 

all the finger paintings their kids did in grammar school, or the ragged but treasured 

coverlet on the bed, or the vase with fake flowers that have seen better days, or any of the 

trinkets lying around that "have meaning" or are "sentimental". Forgeddaboutit. Now is 

the time to look at your home with the eyes of THE BUYER! Walk around your home as 

though you've never seen it before and then begin to edit! 

EDIT: "To prepare for publication as bv revising" 

Like a personal trainer, I coach, insist and encourage my clients to get their homes into 

shape and fit to sell. This means updating, cleaning, clearing clutter. They call me The 

Domestic Fitness Gum im, and rightfully so.. .I don't let up on my clients until the house 

is in top shape to sell and I'm brutal because I want to get the most out of the sale of a 

property. 

Perking up your home may involve spending a little money in hopes of pocketing more. 

You may have to refresh paint, floor finishes, window treatments or new doors, but in the 

long run, you will reap the benefit from the sale. This is a numbers game and by cleaning 

up and enhancing your home the chances of greater rewards in the end are huge. Think 

of it as "designing your home to leave". Sure you love those bright green walls in your 








